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Phones	are	crazy	expensive	right	now	if	you	insist	on	buying	a	company's	latest	and	greatest.	But	if	you're	like	me,	you're	just	not	going	to	spend	$1,000	of	your	hard-earned	dollars	on	a	phone	when	you	know	there	are	alternatives	that	offer	almost	as	much	for	a	good	bit	less	cash.Thankfully,	there	are	some	great	phones	you	can	buy	right	around	the
$400	-	$500	mark.	The	Pixel	3a	is	still	a	good	buy,	Apple's	iPhone	SE	2020	is	super	cheap	for	a	new	iPhone,	and	Samsung	still	sells	2019's	sleeper	hit,	the	Galaxy	S10e.	I've	tried	them	all	—	not	just	picked	them	up	and	looked	at	them,	but	signed	in	with	all	my	accounts	and	actually	used	them	—	and	for	my	money,	the	Galaxy	S10e	is	the	clear	choice	if
you	want	90%	of	a	flagship	phone	at	50%	of	the	price.I	just	can't	iOSSource:	iMore	(Image	credit:	Source:	iMore)I'll	let	you	in	on	a	secret	—	I	like	the	iPhone.	I	always	have.	Apple	makes	great	hardware	and	when	it	comes	to	the	basics	of	what	a	smartphone	should	be	such	as	communications	and	entertainment,	the	iPhone	nails	it.	Most	of	the	time,
those	basics	are	exactly	what	I	want	from	my	phone.But	then	there	are	the	other	times;	maybe	I	want	to	watch	a	video	while	checking	messages	or	goofing	around	on	Twitter.	Maybe	I'm	"talking"	to	several	people	at	once	and	need	good	notifications.	Or	maybe	I	want	to	open	some	app	I	hardly	ever	use	and	enjoy	the	tie-in	to	Google's	huge	library	of
online	services.	During	those	times,	you	love	having	an	Android	phone	in	your	hands.It's	icons.	In	a	grid.	With	a	folder	named	"junk"	because	you	can't	make	them	go	away.Apple	knows	this,	too,	and	iOS	is	slowly	getting	things	like	better	notifications	or	widgets	and	has	allowed	Google	to	upload	apps	that	help	you	connect	your	Google	services
together	securely.	That's	a	big	deal	and	not	any	sort	of	admission	of	defeat	by	Apple	—	it's	a	case	of	giving	customers	the	best	features	that	they	really	want.The	iPhone	SE	2020	is	a	great	phone,	especially	if	you	use	a	MacBook	or	an	iPad	or	both.	Apple	has	a	gem	with	iMessage,	and	the	hardware	itself	just	feels	good.	But	in	2020	I	just	can't	deal	with
iOS.The	best	Galaxy	S10Source:	Andrew	Martonik	/	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Andrew	Martonik	/	Android	Central)Samsung's	Galaxy	S10	line	was	a	phenomenal	success	but	it	seems	like	everyone	forgets	about	what	I	think	was	the	best	Galaxy	S10:	the	Galaxy	S10e.With	the	S10e	you	get	a	phone	that's	a	great	size,	has	an	incredible
display,	great	cameras,	amazing	build	quality,	and	all	the	features	you	expect	from	a	Galaxy	flagship	plus	a	flat	screen	instead	of	that	curved	waterfall	deal	that	a	lot	of	people	hate.	It's	really	the	only	Galaxy	S10	I	was	interested	in	having.It's	not	perfect.	For	starters,	it's	already	a	year	old	so	that	means	you	won't	have	the	longevity	of	a	2020	model.
When	you	compare	that	to	the	iPhone	SE,	which	should	get	about	five	years	of	updates	and	support,	that	isn't	something	you	can	just	dismiss.Ask	yourself	if	you're	going	to	really	keep	a	cheap	phone	for	five	years.	Spoiler:	you're	not.Except	you	probably	can.	If	you're	like	a	lot	of	people,	myself	included,	you're	never	going	to	use	a	phone	for	more	than
a	couple	of	years.	Buying	a	phone	with	a	zero-interest	finance	plan	makes	it	too	easy	to	upgrade,	and	when	you're	only	spending	half	the	amount	of	a	flagship,	the	payments	amount	to	what's	basically	pocket	change	each	month.	That	makes	it	easy	to	not	care	about	five	years	of	updates,	but	I	still	can't	ignore	that	Apple	will	give	them	to	you,	and
Samsung	won't.	It's	just	not	as	big	of	a	deal	as	it's	made	out	to	be	for	most	of	us.The	cheapest	iPhone	has	a	more	powerful	processor	than	the	most	expensive	Android	phoneThere's	also	the	whole	processor	thing.	The	iPhone	SE	has	a	chip	that's	about	twice	as	powerful	in	meaningful	ways	as	the	Galaxy	S10e's	Snapdragon	855	found	in	North	American
models.	Having	said	that,	you	really	won't	see	the	difference	during	day	to	day	use.	The	Galaxy	S10e	will	do	everything	you	ask	it	to	do	without	bogging	down	or	doing	anything	that	makes	you	wish	you	had	a	chip	that	was	twice	as	fast.The	A13	Bionic	futureproofs	the	iPhone	SE	in	ways	the	Snapdragon	855	does	not.This	matters	when	it	comes	to
future-proofing	—	one	day	there	will	be	a	game	or	an	app	that	needs	more	horsepower	that	the	S10e	can	deliver	but	that	day	isn't	going	to	come	very	soon.	You'll	be	using	a	different	and	newer	phone	by	then	anyway.	Apple	putting	the	A13	chip	in	the	iPhone	SE	is	astounding	and	important	for	Apple's	supply	chain,	but	overkill	is	overkill	and	either
phone	delivers	the	power	you	need	to	work,	communicate,	or	just	goof	around	with	your	phone.Android	10	seals	the	dealWhen	it	comes	to	the	hardware	or	camera	or	fingerprint	sensor	or	any	other	physical	thing	about	both	the	iPhone	SE	and	the	Galaxy	S10e,	you	can't	go	wrong	either	way	because	both	are	great.	I'd	pick	the	iPhone	simply	because	I
like	top	and	bottom	bezels	to	hold	the	phone	with	my	gnarly	old	fingers,	but	you	might	want	to	full-screen	experience	of	the	S10e.	As	I	said,	both	are	great.Sorry,	but	Android	is	just	better.But	the	big	difference,	and	what	makes	the	Galaxy	S10e	my	choice	in	the	"cheap"	phone	lineup	is	Android.	Android	10	brings	some	great	privacy	and	security
enhancements	and	it	runs	beautifully	on	the	S10e's	hardware.	Plus	Samsung	adds	some	meaningful	additions	in	areas	like	the	camera	app	or	HD	Bluetooth	codecs.I	don't	even	use	half	of	the	features	of	Android	on	the	S10e,	but	the	ones	I	want	and	need	the	most	make	the	phone	a	treat	to	use.	I	can	tap	my	security	key	to	the	back	of	the	phone	to	sign
into	my	work	email.	I	can	talk	in	a	big	family	group	chat	right	from	the	notification.	I	can	switch	between	personal	and	work	Google	services	with	a	single	tap.	These	are	the	sorts	of	things	that	make	Android	a	much	better	choice	for	me,	and	why	I	think	the	Galaxy	S10e	is	the	best	phone	in	this	price	range	even	though	it's	not	brand	new.You	really
can't	say	the	Pixel	3a	(or	the	4a,	which	is	coming	so	very	soon)	or	iPhone	SE	or	Galaxy	S10e	is	a	bad	choice.	But	if	I	didn't	have	phones	coming	and	going	all	the	time	because	of	my	job,	I	know	the	S10e	is	the	one	I'd	buy	because	I	get	to	use	them.	If	you're	not	completely	entrenched	in	Apple's	App	Store	or	in	iMessage,	I	think	you	would	like	the	S10e
better,	too.	Well,	WWDC's	opening	keynote	is	behind	us	and,	just	as	we	suspected,	the	iPhone	SE	line	didn't	see	a	refresh.	While	this	doesn't	mean	that	the	device	is	dead	for	sure,	the	industry's	love	for	larger	displays	makes	the	SE's	future	much	more	ambiguous.	Especially	with	today's	tech	being	able	to	cram	huge	screens	into	relatively	tiny	bodies,
we	can't	be	100%	certain	that	we	will	see	another	incarnation	of	Apple's	super-pocketable	handset	in	the	future.But	then	again,	the	iPhone	SE	was	sort	of	designed	for	the	slow	upgraders	—	the	people	who	don't	mind	sticking	with	older	tech	as	long	as	it's	small,	easy	to	lug	around,	and	fits	the	ton	of	accessories	they've	already	bought	for	it.	Such	a
target	audience	can	definitely	live	with	a	2-year	upgrade	cycle	and,	what's	even	more,	they	are	not	really	prone	to	upgrade	to	an	SE	2	as	soon	as	it	lands.Still,	with	the	rumored	drastic	changes	to	the	iPhone's	design	language,	the	form-factor	that	was	first	introduced	with	the	iPhone	5	may	actually	finally	die.	That	doesn't	mean	the	next	SE	can't	still
be	some	sort	of	super-small	iPhone,	does	it?	We	thought	we'd	ask	you	whether	you'd	like	to	see	such	a	compact	device,	here	are	the	poll	results!	Apple	has	finally	announced	its	much-talked-about	low-cost	iPhone	8	replacement.	In	the	end,	it	turns	out	the	name	of	the	game	is	iPhone	SE,	though	this	is	definitely	not	a	replacement	for	the	original
iPhone	SE	from	March	of	2016.So	here	you	are,	holding	your	old	iPhone	in	your	hand,	maybe	you're	even	reading	this	on	that	old	iPhone,	and	you're	wondering	whether	you	should	upgrade.	Well,	you've	come	to	the	right	place.	We	have	more	than	a	decade	of	experience	using	every	single	iPhone	throughout	history	and	understand	the	importance	of
value,	longevity,	and	reliability.iPhone	SE	(2020):	the	detailsThe	2020	iPhone	SE	looks,	on	the	surface,	a	lot	like	the	iPhone	8	(and	7	and	6s	and	6),	but	where	it	differs	greatly	from	those	older	devices	is	inside.	The	2020	iPhone	SE	packs	an	A13	processor	chip,	a	12MP	wide-angle	camera	lens	with	support	for	Portrait	Mode,	support	for	Wi-Fi	6,	and
has	a	256GB	storage	capacity	option.If	you're	very	happy	with	your	iPhone's	form	factor	(and	your	iPhone	is	from	within	the	last	five	years),	an	upgrade	to	an	iPhone	SE	is	going	to	be	an	absolute	delight.	Let's	break	down	some	general	concerns.How	important	is	color?iPhone	11	(Image	credit:	iMore)The	other	major	difference	between	the	2020
iPhone	SE	and	it's	form-twin	predecessors	is	color.	Gone	are	the	silvers,	golds,	space	grays,	and	rose	golds	of	yesteryear.	Today's	low-cost	iPhone	comes	in	black,	white,	and	(PRODUCT)RED.	Black	is	the	kind	of	black	you'd	see	on	a	Porche	and	white	looks	like	creamy	marshmallow	sauce,	while	PRODUCT(RED)	looks	like	the	perfect	color	nail	polish
for	a	night	out.But	if	you	were	hoping	for	something	a	little	more	...	traditional,	the	iPhone	11	Pro	lineup	is	closer	to	that	tinted	brushed	aluminum	look.	If	the	traditional	silver,	gold,	and	space	gray	colors	are	most	important	to	you,	you	may	not	want	to	upgrade	to	the	iPhone	SE	(2020).If	you	were	hoping	for	more	colorful	options,	you	should	be
looking	at	the	iPhone	11	or	iPhone	XR.If	price	is	more	important	than	color,	however,	black,	white,	or	red	will	do	just	fine.Touch	ID	vs.	Face	ID:	Which	one	do	you	want?Multiple	iPhones	are	stacked	showing	the	Touch	ID	sensor.	(Image	credit:	iMore)Some	of	our	readers	regularly	express	concerns	over	the	usefulness	of	Face	ID,	and	with	everyone
wearing	face	masks	right	now,	I	can	see	their	point.	If	you	still	aren't	ready	to	make	the	leap	to	facial	recognition	biometric	security,	you'll	be	in	good	company	with	the	2020	iPhone	SE.	It	sticks	with	the	familiar	Touch	ID	and	Home	button	that	you	may	be	more	accustomed	to.If	you	have	always	wanted	to	experience	Face	ID,	upgrading	to	the	iPhone
SE	is	not	for	you.	Instead,	consider	the	iPhone	XR	for	the	least	expensive	of	the	current	iPhone	lineup.Is	5G	your	next	phone?The	iPhone	SE	does	not	come	with	5G,	so	if	you're	holding	out	on	your	next	iPhone	purchase	until	Apple	makes	one	with	5G	support,	you	should	keep	saving	your	pennies	until	this	fall	(or	possibly	later).	It's	rumored	that	the
iPhone	12	will	come	with	5G	support.Remember,	though,	right	now,	the	infrastructure	for	5G	isn't	widely	available.	You'd	pretty	much	have	to	live	under	a	5G	tower	in	order	to	take	advantage	of	its	faster	speeds.	Is	that	important	to	you	right	now?Is	Portrait	mode	for	pets	important?iPhone	XS	Portrait	mode	(Image	credit:	iMore)The	2020	iPhone	SE
gets	a	big	camera	boost	over	the	iPhone	8.	though	it	shares	the	same	12MP	wide-angle	lens	camera,	it	supports	Portrait	mode,	which	is	that	awesome	camera	filter	that	computationally	adds	a	bokeh	background	to	photos.	With	Portrait	lighting,	you	can	turn	your	background	into	stark	white,	completely	black,	and	a	number	of	different	sitting
options.What	hasn't	been	made	very	clear	yet,	however,	and	something	I	noticed	in	the	fine	print	about	Portrait	mode	on	the	iPhone	SE	is	that	it	doesn't	work	with	anything	but	human	faces.	It	uses	the	same	computational	structure	as	the	iPhone	XR,	which	also	only	works	on	human	faces.	Though,	Portrait	mode	on	the	iPhone	SE	(2020)	is	actually
better	than	on	the	iPhone	XR	because	it's	built	with	the	most	recent	image	signal	processor.What	does	that	mean	to	you?	If	you	were	hoping	to	get	cool	looking	Portrait	mode	shot	of	your	pets,	your	shoes,	or	your	food,	you're	going	to	be	disappointed	in	Portrait	mode	on	the	2020	iPhone	SE.	You	may	want	to	consider	upgrading	to	the	iPhone	11
instead.Are	you	on	the	iPhone	Upgrade	Program?If	you're	on	the	iPhone	upgrade	program	from	a	couple	of	years	ago,	and	your	two-year	stint	is	almost	up,	don't	eye	the	iPhone	SE	as	a	possible	upgrade	replacement.	The	iPhone	SE	is	not	eligible	for	the	iPhone	Upgrade	Program	at	this	time.You'll	be	better	off	waiting	until	this	fall	when	Apple
(hopefully)	launches	the	iPhone	12	(or	whatever	it	will	be	called).iPhones	(Image	credit:	iMore)What	about	Apple's	other	current	iPhones	like	the	iPhone	XR,	iPhone	11,	or	iPhone	11	Pro?That's	a	very	good	question.	If	we're	speaking	solely	specs,	the	iPhone	11	wins	the	day,	hands	down.	But,	there	are	a	lot	more	unanswered	questions	when	it	comes
to	other	important	things,	like	Touch	ID	vs.	Face	ID,	camera	lens	options,	and	form	factor.	We've	gone	into	much	detail	about	this	subject	already.Should	you	upgrade	from	the	original	iPhone	SE?If	you're	still	sporting	an	original	iPhone	SE,	then	like	me	(I	still	have	my	rose	gold	SE	in	perfect	condition),	you're	probably	holding	on	to	it	for	the	size
more	than	anything	else.I	get	that.But,	we're	halfway	through	2020	at	this	point,	and	Apple	is	only	going	to	continue	iOS	support	for	it	for	two	more	years,	tops.	I	wouldn't	be	surprised	if	they	preemptively	ended	support	for	the	original	SE	after	iOS	14,	even	though	you'd	normally	get	five	iOS	updates	out	of	most	iPhones.	The	original	SE	has	such	a
small	screen	that	the	iOS	interface	has	to	be	scaled	down	to	fit.	With	every	beta,	I	install	it	on	my	SE,	just	to	see	how	it	looks,	and	there	is	always	a	couple	of	screens	that	have	overlapping	text	because	downscaling	didn't	work	for	that	view.It's	time	to	let	that	old	dog	rest	and	move	on	to	a	new	iPhone.	I	actually	switched	full-time	to	a	new	form	factor
with	the	iPhone	X	and	have	been	very	pleased	with	the	size.	It's	got	a	narrow	build,	so	even	though	it	has	a	bigger	screen	than	the	iPhone	8	(and	now	2020	iPhone	SE),	it	fits	in	my	hand	much	better.	It's	still	a	bit	heavy,	but	we're	never	getting	back	the	four-inch	form	factor,	so	we	have	to	make	some	compromises.Should	you	upgrade	from	an	iPhone
6s	or	6s	Plus?You	most	definitely	should	be	considering	an	upgrade	from	your	iPhone	6s.	The	biggest	reason	is	that	it's	at	its	five-year	mark.	That	means	it's	highly	likely	that	iOS	14	will	be	the	last	operating	system	you'll	be	able	to	install	on	it.	There	are	other	reasons,	as	well.The	iPhone	6s	FaceTime	camera	is	only	5MP	compared	to	the	iPhone	SE
(2020)'s	7MP	camera.	It	only	records	video	at	720p	instead	of	1080p.	It	doesn't	have	a	water	resistance	rating	at	all,	and	if	you	drop	it	into	the	water,	you'd	better	bet	it's	going	to	cause	you	problems.	The	processor	chip,	A9,	is	exponentially	slower	than	the	A13	in	the	iPhone	SE	(2020),	which	also	attributes	to	better	battery	health.The	iPhone	6s
doesn't	have	a	Neural	Engine,	which	means	Siri	isn't	capable	of	getting	better	at	learning.	Apple's	Neural	Engine	improves	the	iPhone's	ability	to	process	words,	images,	and	more.The	iPhone	6s	does	still	have	3D	Touch,	something	Apple	did	away	with	in	modern	iPhones.	Apple	also,	however,	revamped	what	3D	Touch	can	do	in	iOS	13,	which	means	it
works	more	like	current	Haptic	Touch	features.	So	are	you	really	losing	much	by	giving	up	3D	Touch	today?Should	you	upgrade	from	an	iPhone	7?This	is	where	we're	starting	to	get	closer,	spec-by-spec,	to	the	2020	iPhone	SE.	It's	also	the	last	year	that	the	rose	gold	iPhone	was	available.	So	if	that	pretty	pink	color	is	most	important	to	you,	you're
stuck	in	2016,	at	least	until	Apple	brings	back	rose	gold.The	iPhone	7	has	the	same	estimated	battery	life	as	the	iPhone	SE	(2020),	the	same	water	resistance	(IP67),	the	same	12MP	wide-angle	lens,	the	same	optical	image	stabilization	for	video,	same	FaceTime	HD	camera,	same	video	recording	speeds.	The	list	goes	on.A	better	way	to	make	the
comparison	is	to	note	what	the	iPhone	SE	(2020)	has	that	the	iPhone	7	doesn't.The	iPhone	7	runs	on	the	A10	Fusion	chip,	which	is	powerful,	but	four	years	old	and	much	slower	than	the	A13	in	the	iPhone	SE	(2020).	The	iPhone	SE	supports	Portrait	mode	and	Portrait	Lighting.	It	also	has	extended	dynamic	range	for	video	and	stereo	recording.	The
iPhone	7	offers	none	of	these	features.Additionally,	thought	the	iPhone	7	will	likely	be	supported	for	a	couple	more	years,	it	is	already	four	years	old,	which	means	you've	only	got	about	two	more	major	operating	system	upgrades	before	the	iPhone	7	loses	upgrade	support	(except	for	security-related	upgrades).Upgrading	from	an	iPhone	7	to	a	2020
iPhone	SE	is	definitely	a	good	idea,	but	not	a	must.	Next	year,	however,	your	iPhone	will	be	getting	a	little	long	in	the	tooth.What	about	the	iPhone	7	Plus?	Well,	there	isn't	currently	an	iPhone	SE	Plus,	so	if	that	large	screen	is	important	to	you,	I	recommend	holding	out	a	little	longer.	There's	a	rumor	that	Apple	is	working	on	an	iPhone	SE	Plus.Should
you	upgrade	from	an	iPhone	8?Until	the	2020	iPhone	SE	was	launched,	the	iPhone	8	was	still	part	of	Apple's	current	lineup	of	phones.	It's	a	fantastic	phone	with	a	solid	processor;	the	A11	Bionic	chip	with	Neural	Engine.	It's	got	a	lot	of	the	same	features	as	the	iPhone	SE	(2020)	with	a	few	notable	differences.We	actually	wrote	an	entire	article	about
their	differences	an	similarities	and	whether	you	should	upgrade.	The	TL;DR	is	that,	for	the	price,	that	faster	processor	and	better	camera	make	it	a	worthwhile	upgrade.iPhone	SE	vs	iPhone	8:	What's	the	difference	(and	should	you	upgrade)?If	you	just	bought	an	iPhone	8,	though,	don't	feel	like	you've	been	left	out.	The	iPhone	8	is	still	a	fantastic
iPhone.Should	you	upgrade	from	an	iPhone	X	or	XS?Similar	to	the	iPhone	XR,	the	iPhone	X	and	iPhone	XS	have	completely	different	form	factors.	They	have	Face	ID	instead	of	Touch	ID	and	near	bezel-less	screens.	The	Display	is	actually	larger	than	that	of	the	2020	iPhone	SE,	but	they're	also	thinner	(except	for	the	iPhone	XS	Max,	which	has	a
behemoth	6.5-inch	screen.The	biggest	feature	bonus	that	the	iPhone	SE	has	over	the	X	lineup	is	that	it	sports	the	A13	processor	chip.If	you	bought	an	iPhone	X	or	an	iPhone	XS,	you	probably	bought	it	because	you	like	the	change	in	form	factor,	prefer	Face	ID	to	Touch	ID,	and	want	a	bezel-less	future.	It's	like	comparing	apples	to	oranges.Any
questions?If	I	didn't	answer	all	of	your	questions	about	whether	you	should	upgrade,	put	them	in	the	comments	and	I'll	help	you	out.
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